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Rural Housing Service, USDA § 3550.157 

(d) Application of excess payments. 
Borrowers can elect to make payments 
in excess of the scheduled amount to be 
applied to principal, provided there are 
no outstanding fees. 

§ 3550.153 Fees. 

RHS may assess reasonable fees in-
cluding a tax service fee, fees for late 
payments, and fees for checks returned 
for insufficient funds. 

§ 3550.154 Inspections. 

RHS or its agent may make reason-
able entries upon and inspections of 
any property used as security for an 
RHS loan as necessary to protect the 
interest of the Government. RHS will 
give the borrower notice at the time of 
or prior to an inspection. 

§ 3550.155 Escrow account. 

Escrow accounts will be administered 
in accordance with RESPA and section 
501(e) of the Housing Act of 1949, as 
amended. 

(a) Upon creation of the escrow ac-
count, RHS may require borrowers to 
deposit funds sufficient to pay taxes 
and insurance premiums applicable to 
the mortgage for the period since the 
last payments were made and to fund a 
cushion as permitted by RESPA. 

(b) Borrowers may elect to escrow at 
any time during the terms of the loan 
if the outstanding RHS loan balance is 
over $2,500. 

(c) RHS may require borrowers to es-
crow in conjunction with any special 
servicing action. 

§ 3550.156 Borrower obligations. 
(a) After receiving a loan from RHS, 

borrowers are expected to meet a vari-
ety of obligations outlined in the loan 
documents. In addition to making 
timely payments, these obligations in-
clude: 

(1) Maintaining the security prop-
erty; and 

(2) Maintaining an adequately funded 
escrow account, or paying real estate 
taxes, hazard and flood insurance, and 
other related costs when due. 

(b) If a borrower fails to fulfill these 
obligations, RHS may obtain the need-
ed service and charge the cost to the 
borrowers account. 

§ 3550.157 Payment subsidy. 

(a) Borrowers currently receiving pay-
ment subsidy. (1) RHS will review annu-
ally each borrower’s eligibility for con-
tinued payment subsidy and determine 
the appropriate level of assistance. To 
be eligible for payment subsidy re-
newal, the borrower must also occupy 
the property. 

(2) If the renewal is not completed be-
fore the expiration date of the existing 
agreement, the effective date of the re-
newal will be either the expiration date 
of the previous agreement if RHS error 
caused the delay, or the next due date 
after the renewal is approved in all 
other cases. 

(3) The borrower must notify RHS 
whenever an adult member of the 
household becomes employed or 
changes employment, there is a change 
in household composition, or if income 
increases by at least 10 percent. The 
household may also report decreases in 
income. If the change in the house-
hold’s income will cause the payment 
for principal and interest to change by 
at least 10 percent, the household’s 
payment subsidy may be adjusted for a 
new 12-month period. The new agree-
ment will be effective the due date fol-
lowing the date the borrower’s infor-
mation is verified by RHS. 

(b) Borrowers not currently receiving 
payment subsidy. Payment assistance 
may be granted to borrowers not cur-
rently receiving payment subsidy 
whose loans were approved on or after 
August 1, 1968, whose income does not 
exceed the applicable low-income limit 
for the area, are personally occupying 
the RHS financed property, and who 
meet the requirements of § 3550.53(b), 
(e), and (f). In general, to receive pay-
ment assistance the term of the loan at 
closing must have been at least 25 
years. If an account has been reamor-
tized and the initial term of the loan 
was at least 25 years, payment assist-
ance may be granted even though the 
term of the reamortized loan is less 
than 25 years. Payment assistance may 
be granted on a subsequent loan for re-
pairs with a term of less than 25 years. 

(c) Cancellation of payment subsidy. 
RHS will cancel a payment subsidy if 
the borrower does not occupy the prop-
erty, has sold or transferred title to 
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